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THE UNWORKED ASSET OF 
CHRISTIANITY 

The teaching of Jesus is Christianity's great unworked asset. 
It has been neglected by theologians and misunderstood by radicals. 
It forms little or no part of orthodox doctrine, although it has been 
the basis of many a heresy. Our creeds never mention the ethical 
ideals of Jesus and our confessions are all but wholly concerned with 
matters over which Protestants have disputed. The church has 
debated for centuries the person and nature of its Lord, but his 
words have been forgotten in the search for metaphysical precision 
and the selection of shibboleths. 

When the gospel entered the Greek world its Christ was trans- 
formed into the Logos of the philosophers, and the Sermon on the 
Mount attracted less attention than the decrees of councils. 

Jesus was worshiped but not studied. Ethical ideals were 
obscured by devotion to doctrinal and ecclesiastical conformity. 

Barely a hundred years have passed since men began to write 
lives of Jesus and hardly a generation since they began seriously to 
study his teaching. 
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The discovery of the teaching of Jesus is the work of our modem 
world. Orthodoxy was truer than most heresies but it had not 
taught men to do justice to laborers, settle international disputes 
by arbitration, and recognize the rights of women as persons. To 
it the Nicene Creed was more vital than the Sermon on the Mount. 

The modern world inherited churches each ckiming to be the 
only true Bride of the Lamb, but it had to introduce to itself Jesus 
Christ the Teacher and Brother. The modern world's rising 
devotion to humanity could be satisfied only with the Son of Man. 
His teachings became first a problem, then a revelation that bewil- 
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dered. For if his words were really the words of the Son of God, 
Second Person of the Trinity, why was it that they had never been 
taken seriously ? If it were necessary for men's salvation that they 
believe in Jesus, why was it not as vital that they should believe 
Jesus ? 
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And at this point we stand today. No, we do not exactly stand. 
We are slowly pressing forward toward his ideals. We show our 
belief in his Godness by acknowledging his ethical supremacy. 

But it is less easy to be a Christian. For moral loyalty to the 
words of Christ makes deeper demands than assent to what the 
doctors of the past have told us are mysteries not to be inquired 
into by true sons of the church. Explicit following of moral ideals 
is a harder test than "implicit faith" in natures and person. 
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But how shall we serve him whose words we believe ? 

Jesus himself would tell us that if we really believe what he 
teaches we have only to shape our lives by that teaching, cost 
what it may. 

Nor is this a new legalism. Ideals are not statutes to be obeyed, 
but goals to be reached. If he is the Way, we walk by him and 
toward him. 

An ideal works when men work toward the ideal. 

The teaching of Jesus is not for "church people," but for kings, 
aldermen, labor leaders, capitalists, baseball players, women, and 
college professors — for everybody individually and socially. 

The Kingdom of God will not come because men in orthodox 
fashion say Lord, Lord; but because they do their Lord's will, 
teach men to be as sane as their Lord's ideals, and manfully endeavor 
to have every piece of legislation, every foreign policy, every indus- 
trial program governed by their Lord's example of love and sacrifice. 

Some idealism may be a mere apotheosis of selfishness; the 
idealism of the teaching of Jesus is the apotheosis of love. 

For God is Love. 
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Will the church rise to its opportunity ? 

Will the churches give the world the message of Jesus? 



